
 

 

Get to know a Swedish Icon: 

Pippi 

Longstocking 

 
 

 

 

 

Name: Pippilotta Viktualia Rullgardina Krusmynta Efraimsdotter Longstocking. 

 

Born: 1941–45. The author Astrid Lindgren's daughter Karin had pneumonia and 

asked Astrid to tell about Pippi Longstocking. Astrid later wrote down the stories 

about Pippi Longstocking and sent it to Rabén & Sjögren as part of a 

competition. Pippi and Astrid won, and the book was published in November 

1945. 

 

Claim to fame: Pippi is an unusual girl, she is the strongest in the world, sleeping 

with her feet on the pillow and has freckles and red braids straight out. She 

contradicts adults and always does what she wants. She lives without parents 

in a house called Villa Villekulla together with her horse Lilla Gubben and her 

monkey Mr. Nilsson. She eats "crumbling pills" (which stops you from growing 

up), her mother is in heaven, her father Efraim Longstocking is king on the south 

sea island of Kurrekurredutt and she has a big bag full of gold money. In her 



 

 

garden, there is a hollow tree where sugar is growing. She is hanging out with 

Tommy and Annika, who lives next door, and they do fun things all the time. 

 

Childhood/ background: Pippi's father, the sailor Efraim Longstocking, 

disappeared when he was flushed overboard in a storm and her mother died 

when Pippi was just a little baby. But Pippi thinks her mom is now sitting like an 

angel on a cloud and looks down on her every now and then. And daddy will 

come home a beautiful day. 

Pippi was on the boat when her dad was flushed overboard. But she went 

home to their house and brought a monkey, Mr. Nilsson, and big bag full of 

gold money. Pippi thinks it's quite good to live on her own because then 

nobody tells her she has to go to bed or force her to eat fish liver oil when she'd 

rather have caramels. 

 

Breakthrough: Pippi was a hit straight away 

when the first book came out, and is still 

very popular. In addition to books, a play, 

tv, games and a musical about Pippi have 

been made. 

 

Career: Pippi has been looking for things, gone to school, rescued Ville from a 

bull, acted in the circus where she wrestled down strong Adolf, danced with 

hobos, been to a coffee party, rescued a little guy from a fire, found a spunk 

and travelled in a hot air balloon. 

 

Success: The books have been translated into more than 90 languages and 

sold millions of copies. 

 

Quarrels and controversy: When the book about Pippi came, there was a 

debate in Sweden about the youth's "distortion". The book about Pippi was not 



 

 

meant to be part of that, even though Astrid was well aware of the book's 

subversive qualities. Overall, the book received a positive reception, but after 

about a year, John Landquist, Professor of Psychology and Education, wrote 

that he thought Pippi Långstrump was tasteless, she behaved insane, fearing 

that Swedish children would be inspired and start to pour sugar on the floor. 

"The unnatural girl and her unpleasant adventure in the book of Lindgren leaves 

you with nothing more than the sensation of something unpleasant, which 

cripples on the soul." he wrote. 

Now there was debate about Pippi. In Husmodern's (a Swedish magazine) 

opinion, Pippi was a dissuasive example of "free upbringing". Now Astrid rose 

her voice, and defended all children who, in safety, only want to explore the 

world. Astrid wrote that one should show the children the same respect as 

adults and coined the phrase that since then has been cited countless times: 

"Give the children love, more love and even more love, then they will become 

reasonable beings all by themselves."  

In 1995, the debate began 

again. Politician Carin 

Stenström claimed that the 

Pippi cult was the reason for 

young people's lack of 

maturity, self-fixation and self-

esteem. In 2004 Pippi was in 

the news again, when it was 

discussed whether Pippi was 

racist because she used the 

word negro. 

 



 

 

What I think is Swedish with Pippi: She is a very 

strong and independent girl. She has a great 

sense of humor. She does not like authorities, 

be it the police or Prussiluskan.  

 

What does Pippi mean to the Swedes: 

Everyone wants to be Pippi, from little girls to 

big strong men. She seems to live next door to everyone's childhood. The fact 

that she always does what she wants I think is the biggest reason for everyone 

to love her.  

 

 

Links 

 

Snedtänkt – pod 

 

How much do the 

books sell? Nobody 

really knows…  

 

Essay: Pippi som 

förebild (Pippi as a role model) 

 

Pippi and Mary 

 

Pippi as tv-series 

 

 

 

 

https://sverigesradio.se/sida/avsnitt/706063?programid=4747
https://www.svd.se/vi-far-aldrig-veta-hur-manga-som-salts
https://www.svd.se/vi-far-aldrig-veta-hur-manga-som-salts
https://www.svd.se/vi-far-aldrig-veta-hur-manga-som-salts
http://www.diva-portal.org/smash/get/diva2:229654/FULLTEXT01.pdf
http://www.diva-portal.org/smash/get/diva2:229654/FULLTEXT01.pdf
http://www.kaptenstofil.net/stupido/pippi_pickford.php
https://www.oppetarkiv.se/video/3192627/pippi-langstrump-avsnitt-1-av-13
https://www.oppetarkiv.se/video/3192627/pippi-langstrump-avsnitt-1-av-13


 

 

 

 

 

Task: 

 

Select one of the persons on the list, and make a presentation similar to that 

about Pippi. What is relevant depends, of course, on whom you choose. 

Try to focus on what makes the person known (and in most cases well-liked) by 

the Swedes. 

Present your Icon for the rest of the class. 

 

When you are familiar with several icons, discuss if they have any common 

features. Why have these people become icons? 

 

Persons: 

Bridget of Sweden 

Gustav Vasa, Gustav I of Sweden 

Robyn  

Zlatan  

Björn Borg  

Olof Palme  

Lennart Hyland  

Lill-Babs  

Raoul Wallenberg  

Alfred Nobel  

Ingvar Kamprad  

Ingmar Bergman  

Carl von Linné (Carl Linnaeus) 

Dag Hammarskjöld  



 

 

Fredrika Bremer  

Ivar Kreuger  

Greta Garbo  

Alva Myrdal  

Inga-Britt Ahlenius  

Christina, Queen of Sweden 

Ellen Key  

Barbro Alving  

Povel Ramel  

Patrik Sjöberg  

Anja Persson 


